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Scientific Observation Hole (SOH) Program
Geothermal Resource Permit: GRP 89-1
Lilewa, Kapoho, and Halekamahina, Hawaii
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Drilling continued at SOH 1, from December 1 through
December 23, 1990, when the operations were shut down for the
Christmas break. At the beginning of the month the depth of the
hole was at 4753 feet and the ending depth was 5526 feet, an
interval of 773 feet. Drilling continued to be through broken
rock resulting in short core runs. To insure that the hole
would be in good condition to run tubing upon completion, a
2-15/16" tricone was run in the hole to ream and condition some
problem intervals. Afterwards the NQ coring equipment was run
back in the hole and encountered only minor Obstructions. Coring
progressed from 4,880 - 4,991 with a considerable improvement in
downhole conditions. The rock was relatively competent
permitting repeated 10 foot core runs, but below 4,991 feet
broken rock was encountered shortening the core runs once again.
Below 5,210 feet the rock was generally solid and competent
submarine flows with minor clastic material which permitted 8-10
foot core runs. SOH 2 was granted a grading and grubbing permit
on December 4, 1990 and preparation for the site is in the
process of being scheduled. SOH 3 remains in the permitting
stage awaiting a grading and grubbing permit. An Archaeologist
has been contacted to work with the State on the requirements for
the archaeological survey for the SOH 3 site. The burial of the
sump material at SOH 4 is to be scheduled shortly.
I. INTRODUCTION
This document presents a monthly report to the County of
Hawaii Planning Department to support the Scientific Observation
Hole (SOH) program in the Kilauea middle and lower east rift
zones. The SOHs are for scientific observation purposes only.
The holes will not be flow-tested or produced. The information
to be gained from the SOHs will provide an assessment of
subsurface geological conditions, groundwater level and
composition, temperature, drilling conditions, an inventory of
possible mineral and geothermal resources, and an eruptive
history of the island to the depth drilled.
This report addresses: occurrence and duration of any start-
up, shut-down, and operation mode of any SOH/facility;
performance testing, evaluation, calibration checks, and
adjustment and maintenance of the continuous emission monitor(s)




The County of Hawaii Planning Commission approved, on
August 8, 1989, a geothermal resource permit application (GRP 89-
1) to drill scientific observation Holes (SOHs) in the Kilauea
middle and lower east rift zone. This document presents a
monthly report, as required in condition 6:
"The petitioner shall maintain a record in a permanent form
suitable for inspection and five (5) copies shall be filed
with the Planning Department on a monthly basis during
drilling and for six (6) months after the completion of
drilling to establish a hole specific baseline and such
record shall be available to the community. The record
shall include:
a. Occurrence and duration of any start-up, shut-down, and
operation mode of any SOH/facility.
b. Performance testing, evaluation, calibration checks,
and adjustment and maintenance of the continuous
emission monitor(s) that have been installed.
c. Emission measurements reported in units compatible with
applicable standards/guidelines."
As designated, four holes are planned to be drilled along
the Kilauea East Rift Zone on the Big Island of Hawaii. Three of
the Big Island holes (SOHs 1, 2, and 4) are on agriculture land
and have been permitted by the County of Hawaii Planning
Commission. The fourth hole, designated SOH 3, is on
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conservation land. SOH activities under Conservation District
Use Permit (RA 12/20/85 - 1830) issued to the Estate of James
Campbell have been approved.
III. SOH 1 SITE
Drilling Activity
Tonto drilling services continued drilling activities to a
depth of 5526 feet for this reporting period. The drilling
penetration rate improved over past report periods, reflecting an
increased rock competency below 4,800 feet. Drilling activities
were shut down on December 23, 1990 for the Christmas break. A
security service was engaged to monitor the site while the crew
was on vacation.
Monitoring Program - Air Quality
The air quality monitoring station provides a continuous
record of atmospheric H2S concentrations when interfaced with a
data logger or chart recorder. The unit is located in a utility
container on-site and power is provided by the drill rig system.
This station operated normally throughout the month until
the shut down of the drill rig for the Christmas break.
Calibrations were routine and there were no major
data gaps. Total data capture was 100% (see Appendix for
details) .
Monitoring Program - Meteorological
continuous wind speed and directional measurements are being
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made with a recording wind speed/direction sensor system. A data
logger and back-up pressure-sensitive recorder is being used to
record the wind speed and direction data. The unit is located in
a utility container on-site and power is provided by the drill
rig system.
This station operated normally throughout the month until
the rig was shut down and the power was turned off for the
remainder of the month. Calibrations were routine and there were
no major data gaps. Total data capture was 100% (see Appendix
for details).
Monitoring Program - Noise
One noise monitoring station is located at the SOH 1 site
during drilling. There was some loss of data at this station due
to mechanical problems. The monitor at the Laughlin residence
was installed at the SOH 1 site and full calibration was
achieved. The station went off-line from December 24, 1990
until the end of the month.
A second noise station is located at the Laughlin residence,
about a quarter mile west of the SOH 1 drill site. The
instrument at this station was removed and installed at the SOH 1
station on December 7, 1990.
A third noise monitoring station is installed at the
Pommerenk's residence, about a mile east of the SOH 1 site. This
monitor is powered by solar charged batteries, which required
some adjustments this month, but now seem to be functioning
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normally. The loss in battery charge resulted in some data being
lost, but for the majority of the month, the station operated
normally at full calibration (see appendix for details).
Emissions Reports
An H2S monitor is located on-site. The average H2S level
measured is about 1 ppb. The Colortek sensors were replaced
weekly as a matter of routine and showed no indication
of any emissions from the well.
IV. SOH 2 SITE
No drilling activity has been initiated. Ambient noise
monitoring is being prepared for the SOH 2 site. Findings of the
flora/fauna field surveys have been sent to County of Hawaii
Planning Department. A permit (3801-01) has been granted by the
Department of Land and Natural Resources to inspect, modify, and
if practical, install a pump into an existing airstrip well to
supply water for drilling operations. The start-of-construction
date for the assessment of the well has been extended from
October 25, 1990 to April 25, 1991. A grading and grubbing
permit for this site was granted on December 4, 1990 and the
clearing of the site is in the process of being scheduled.
V. SOH 3 SITE
No drilling activity has been initiated. Access to the SOH 3
site has not been constructed, nor has the site been cleared or
graded. SOH 3 is scheduled to be located at the True/Mid-Pacific
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alternate drill site 2 (approximately 3,000 feet north-north-west
of the present drill site). All necessary reports have been
submitted to DLNR for review and approval. DLNR has asked for an
expanded archaeological survey. An Archaeologist has been
contacted to perform the survey and is working closely with the
Division of Historic Preservation to insure compliance to
concerns of possible burial sites and lava tubes. DLNR has not
to date made a decision regarding a medicinal plant survey, which
may have to be done prior to the issuance of a grading and
grubbing permit.
VI. SOH 4 SITE
Drilling Activity
Drilling completed -- no activity for this period. County
of Hawaii landfill officials found the mud pit material
unsuitable (too wet) for their operations; therefore, Department
of Health officials have given approval to bury the material on-
site. Planting of ohia seedlings (from DLNR nursery) will follow
soon after.
Monitoring Program -
Air Quality, Meteorological, Noise and Emissions are not



















This is the rinal report to Drmat ror the Met and
H2S stations that have been monitored by Alpha
Microsystems ror the past 9 years. We will continus
to archive the data that has been collected to date
ror the next 12 months.
The reporting rormat rorHNEI will be dirrerent in the
ruture.
This report covers the period Dec. 1, to Dec. 31, 1990.
GILMAN HAl. This instrument operated normally throughout
the month with two minor exceptions. There was a loss or
12 hours data on Dec. 2-3 due to Lead Acetate running
out, and a ~ hour power outage on Dec. 9. Calibrations
were routine but the instrument is getting unstable.
Total data capture was 9B~.
SDH-1 HAl. This Analyzer operated normally and without
problems until Dec. 22 when the Drill-Rig was shut down.
No electrical power. Data capture was 100% to that date.
WOODS HAl. There were no problems with this instrument
until Dec. 2~ when a very bad chart Jam caused the loss
or ~5 hours data. This was caused by extreme moisture.
Calibrations required substantial adjustment indicating
an overhaul or the instrument would soon be necessary.
Total data capture was 9~%.
Entlironmental Monitoring. Tat and Data Processing
TuhnKalSuppanandI~
WOODS MET. TheLe was substantial data loss due to both
instLument failuLes and excessive moistuLe. TempeLatuLe
became inteLmittant of Dec. 2, and failed completely on
Dec. 5. TheLe was also a loss of 57 houLs data fLom all
paLameteLs on Dec. 2~-26 due to a complete chaLt tLans-
POLt fLeeze-up. The wind diLection senSOL is now also
inteLmittant. The housing fOL the Tipping-bucket Lain
gage is Lusted out and fell apaLt when it was moved.
T.P. MET. TheLe weLe numeLouspLoblems at this station
also dULing DecembeL. The tempeLatuLe senSOL failed
completely on Dec. 7, leaving only Wind Speed,
DiLection and Rain-fall active. ChaLt Jams because of
the excessive moistuLe caused loss of 25 hOULS data
on Dec. 13-1~, 3~ houLs on Dec. 20-21 and 82 houLs on
Dec. 22 to 28. This was a total data loss of 1~1 hOULS
fOL all paLameteLs.
SOH-l MET. This station opsLatsd nOLmally up to Dec. 22
when the DLill Lig shut down and the poweL was tULned
off fOL the Lest of the month.
COLORTEC. The coloLtec caLds weLe Leplaced weekly as
a matteL of Loutine and showed no visible coloL change.
Enclosed:
H2S Data Reduction fOL Gilman, SOH-~ and Woods Stations
fOL DecembeL 1990.
AveLage, Maximum and total H2S fOL the above stations.
MeteoLological Data Reduction fOL Woods, T.P., and SOH-1.
DecembeL 1990.
Synopsis of Woods and T.P. Met Data fOL OecembeL, 1990.
Copy of Station Logs, DecembeL, 1990.
OecembeL Invoice
J-337 f'1cnd:::l'Y" ~ 12-3-90
~=C:::H'- .1
'~'- --
Sound metel~ battery dead, inocerativEQ Los·t
scme data, Replaced batteries. Tested O.K.
LOUGHLIN 0936 Clouds 90% Calm
Pel' ran dry. Replacadft Some dat3 lcst~
:]-33'7'
~3JH-l
F' en r- 2,n
:='!JI'E:::: I :'~C!<
Replaced~ Some da"ta lcstw
C1 Cl1_~ rj '= 1 () ~:':
.-' l:"-:--
Sound meter batteries dead again. Not enough
sunshine recently to keep bat~eries cnarqed.
Replaced batteries with set charged at home.
LOUGHLIN 0920 Clouds 10% ~S&DIR ~~~ @ c-!
SOH-l 0800 No cloucs Calm
Inoperative. On site tests indicated that the
sound meter failed completely. Will take home
to 'Chi2C k" I nst.::.d 1 ed metet- f rem LOUGHL H\l '3i te.
Ran full calijration and reolaced pen.
POMERINCK 0840 No cleuds WS&DIR
Operating ,ormally. Ran full calibration and
adjusted meter to 110.0 from 110.2. Also
adjusted recorder down 2db.
LOUGHLIN 0915 No clouds WS&DIR
Ope~2ting ~cv"mally~ Removed c~ar·tu Removed
sound me~er to replace failed meter at the
SOH-1 site. This station now o~f-line.
.-:--~
Monday~ 12-10-90
SOH-1 0830 Clouds 100%~ rain









V,.IE;;~ ..:C: T F: 40 ~S:! .-:' - ~.I.
!;.J:3~.. D I F: 5( i l~ ,.:- -- '-'
~'en r-an dry agaiJ~~ Replac2d~ 20m2 dat3 lost.
-...-;=
''':'~'-;
Operating norm~lly. 8atte~ies O.K.
O!Jerating nor,nally. !~Ep12ced pen agaillM CaLtgl,t a
=8=~::roach ~jrink:ing ';~=m the pen tip as t~lOUg~ i't
were 2 faLlce~. FU~.l c2~~b~ationo Meter Oal~~~, but
3djl.lsted r-2c:)rde~ L~P idb~ Renewed the chart.
F'O~'1E;::;:INCt:" ':Y:;'1,:= ChDUd·::l '.I'.'/. t.'J:3;~·:DU:: '::;(,::: ,:::,-::?
Operating ne~mally. Reolacsd chart. Full Calib.
No adjustments necessa~y ·for meter or r-ecorder.




,_. ._ .•...1_ Melfl d C\'/ ~ 12--17-'7'(;
SO!'~--1 (:)825 CIOLtds 9(:)%
Pen ~an d~y again because cockroaches
Some data lest. Replaced pen.
the ink.
POMERINCK (:)85(:~ Clouds 8()~~
Ooerating normally. Replaced main battery.
LOUGHLlrl
Wednesday~ 12-19-90
SOH-l 0810 Clouds 100%~ rain WS&DIR 350 @ 3-4
Chart badly jammed. Lost data. Renewed chart and
very heavily sprayed inside of instr~ment shelter
\.'Jith j·-oach-':=.pt-ay·. Incr-::2dible number- CJ·f roache:::
swa~med out of the shelter. Hope t~is will help.
POMERINC~~ 0850 CloLlds 100%~ rain WS&DIR 325 @ 4-5



















Operating normally. Replaced met2~ batte~ies.




!nooerative. No Power. Rig shut down. Off line.
r='CiI"'E~: I !'le:o::
Cp ;;:2:~ .::;'. t:. ;·-i g
!._CiL:GH!~_ ~[r··.f
Ci:~ .~- 1 l r- '::2 "
WS&DIR 360 @ 4-5
Wednesday, :2-26-90
~3DH-l
0-;: -:: -1 i iI c' ..
:=. I] 1'1EF: ~ hi [:1< ()857
,]-3::2
Chart badly j2mmed~ Lost SOfne data .. Also ir1ad\/er-tantlv
lef"t C~2rt soeed at 5 cm!h~ ins·tead of 2 ~m!hr-M








Operating normally. Full calibration. No meter adjustment
was reqLli~ed. AdJLtsted ~ecorder' 1 db down ..
LOUGHLIN
Of f -1 i rie.
1'·1on day' , 12-31--90
~3CH-l
0-:= f -1 i :-: e. Dr ill r i q 5,till sh u t d m~Jn .
F'OMEPINCK
Some data loss dLle to onE of the M2t2~ batteries h~ving
failed. Replaced both meter batteries and restored
operation. Everything O.K.
LOUGHLIN
Off-line. Meter still at Quest fer repair.
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i1con d3.\,/ ~ 12-3-'=7'(·
'30H-1
Pen ~an d~y~ Some data lQst~
FOrlER I NO:::
Sound meter batteries dead. Some data lost.
UJUGI-!LIN
'::DH-1
Pen ran dry again. Lost some data.
POI"1EF: l NC1<
Second set of meter batteries dead. Replaced.
Some data was lost.
LOUC3HL I il
Pen rar1 d~y again~ Some data was lost~
Incperative~ Sound meter failed~ Replaced
meter with Loughlin's meter. Full calibration.
PCn"IER I r·IC!:::
Cp2r2t:Lng ncrrnally~ FLtll calib~2tion~
LOUC3HL I 1'1
OD2rating n(J~nlally~ Re~o~;ed sc~nd {neter fo~
installation at SOH-i. Station now off-line.
!'1ond.:\y~
:::::DH-l
Operating normally. Shipped meter to Quest.
:=. 1]1-1 E F: I NO:::









Fr- i d;?,.'/ ~ 12-14-'~O
SOH-l
Operating normally. Full calibration.
POl"1ER I NO::
Operating normally. Full calibration.
LOIjC~:-ILI N





.... ~ .. .-.
,.,3 -,~,:'::'I.)







Operating normally~ Replaced met21~ batteriesu
Fr·- i d ,9.'y"!, 1 :2-21-'"7'(';
SOH-l
!=' O:'1E F.; I ~~O!<
Operating normal!y. ~U~i calijration
LiJU(=Hi_ I ri
CI·f f -1 i 1'"1 i=-"
COLDPTEC
!~eplaced colortec carcs~ No visible color cnange~
F'Dt'1EF' I J-.JD:::
Operati~g normally. Reclaced main battery.
LOUGi-IL Ir-~
I]f f -1 i It i~ ~
Wednesday, 12-26-90
Off-lin,;?
F'ot'1ER I I NOI<






Qperating ncrmallyv F~ll =alib~2·t~cn o'f Mete~




Replaced colortec cards. No visible c810r change.
t1onc:!ay, 12-~:'1-':;·O
:30H-l
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